THE    DUKE    OF     WINDSOR
kindliness and the wish for nobleness—to gather their forces
together and exalt him to kingliness? Was there within him
the inward sovereignty that would lift him free of his temp-
tations as a human being?
The Prime Minister, Mr. Baldwin, said in the House of
Commons on January 23: "King Edward VIII brings to the
altar of public service a personality richly endowed with the
experience of public affairs, with the fruits of t.ravel and
universal goodwill. He has the secret of youth in the prime
of age. He has a wider and more intimate knowledge of all
classes of his subjects, not only at home but also throughout
the Dominions and India, than any of his predecessors."
Mr. Baldwin, knowing the circumstances of the King's pri-
vate life, and doubtless hoping that courage would bring
order to his troubled mind, said that he "looked forward with
confidence and assurance to the new reign." "Under God's
providence," he added, "he will establish the Throne more
firmly than ever on its surest and only foundations—the
hearts of his people."
Some time before King George's death his son had quoted
two sentences from Disraeli, which the Labour papers had
reviewed in great comfort. He had said, "Once England was
for the very few. Now we have made it a land for the many,
and we dream and contrive for the days when it shall be a
land for all." A writer in Forward recalled the quotation
when King George died, and he added, to his hopes for King
Edward's reign, "If this is the spirit in which he intends act-
ing through his reign he will be interpreting the mood of
the democracy and be the most popular of kings."
But there was anxiety also and, even during the days be-
fore King George V was buried, a writer in the Herald asked,
in referring to the young sovereign, "What sort of King will
he make?" He gave no answer to his own question.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, who was to play the part
of moral judge over his King, at the end, spoke cautiously.
He referred to the "position so exalted" and the "task so
difficult," and said of King Edward, "Yet he comes singularly
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